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However much imbued missionaries have been with
the views of their respective Churchec, their position
among the heathen has always led them to the constant
and simple presentation of the great facts and doctrines
of the Bible. These have been set forth in the manner
deemed best fitted to commend them to the under-
standing, conscience, and heart of the people. Familiar
illustrations have been largely usedf and elaborate
doctrinal discussion shunned. While the missionary finds
much in the narratives and teachings of the Old Testa-
ment which is helpful to his object, he dwells chiefly on
the life of Christ, His deeds, words, living, and holy
example; death to redeem men; man's urgent need of
such a Saviour, because guilty and depraved; the claims
of Christ on His love, trust, and service; the blessedness
of compliance with these claims on character and state;
the misery and doom incurred by their persistent rejection*
How often have I seen the heathen greatly moved by the
parable of the Prodigal Son !
The missionary, like the home minister, has to guard
against one-sidedness, if he would keep to the Book which
he professes to be his standard. The many-sidedness of
the Bible, its appeal to man's whole nature, is one of the
most marked proofs of its superhuman origin. While it
addresses itself continually to man's moral nature, to his
sense of right and wrong, while it appeals to his intellect
and heart, it also speaks to his fears and hopes. These
appeals are made to all, whatever may be their diversity
in character and condition, If we were to follow the
course of many in our day who condemn appeals to fear,
we should be ignoring a large part of Scripture, including
many of our Lord's utterances, and at the same time
ignoring that fear of hurtful consequences which the